
THE FATES HAD a reason for awarding New York interior designer Miles Redd a surname 
synonymous with crimson and candied apples: He’s a color pro. “People are always like, ‘You’re 
so daring!’ Not really, but I do love rich color,” he said. “I don’t think I’d ever want to live in a hot-
hot-pink room, yet I understand that a carnation pink one can be uplifting.”

His interiors often channel the stylized, Technicolor drama of film sets. In a family home in San 
Francisco, for example, Mr. Redd lined living room walls in seawater satin and upholstered 
footstools in jaguar-spotted silk velour that pops against the sedate antique Persian rug. “I like 
the push-pull of mixing good things from various decades,” he said.

So it’s no shock that an eclectic maximalism reigns in 
one of Mr. Redd’s favorite spaces, the circa-1976 living room of French designer Henri Samuel 
(1904-1996), which Mr. Redd discovered years ago in a book. Samuel transformed his rented 
Paris townhouse into a warm and welcoming 
refuge where the futuristic furniture he’d commissioned played against terra-cotta raw silk walls 
and traditional gilt boiserie.
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Samuel designed homes for Rothschilds and Vanderbilts, but stateside, his reputation is as 
dusty as a box of attic treasures—only design cognoscenti take the time to pull back the lid. 
That may change in April, when Rizzoli releases the monograph, “Henri Samuel: Master of the 
French Interior,” by design historian and gallerist Emily Evans Eerdmans. “Many people I 
interviewed told me Samuel knew the art of living, and his interiors embodied that,” Ms. 
Eerdmans said.

Raised in a wealthy banking family that lost much of its fortune in 1934’s Stavisky Affair, a far-
reaching embezzling scheme, Samuel sustained himself and a few relatives as a designer, 
becoming so expert at re-creating historic French décor that he consulted on the Palace of 
Versailles’s 1957 renovation of the Empire rooms.

In his own spaces, Samuel pushed the gilt-edged envelope—combining modernist pieces 
(Plexiglass-and-brass Philippe Hiquily armchairs) with classical ones (an antique lyre occasional 
chair) to create vibrant glamour that’s still cozy. And yes, the look can be imitated in 
architecturally bland quarters. “I don’t know if you’ll ever get the incredible sense of grandeur of 
the room, but you can get the mood,” Mr. Redd said.
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