
Nick Olsen would like to see your books. “In every apartment I go to, and in every magazine 
spread, I’m always interested in seeing what people are reading,” said Mr. Olsen, a Manhattan 
interior designer. “There’s a voyeuristic quality to it.”

He also likes what books can do for a room: “If you’re surrounded by your books, it’s cozier than 
bare walls.”

Mr. Olsen, 33, favors interiors with strong colors and patterns, and a mix of furniture from 
different eras. But keeping your books in orderly rows and stacks is key, he said, which is why a 
good bookcase is important. But what style is right for you? Consider the following:

• Where do you plan to put it? “A small étagère could be a nightstand,” Mr. Olsen said. “A larger 
one could be a room divider.” Or a pair might flank a fireplace.

• What will you put in it? If your books vary widely in size, look for adjustable shelves. If you 
need storage space for games or children’s toys, try something with doors on the bottom.

• Do you prefer open or closed sides? “If it has open sides, it’s a lighter look and feel,” Mr. Olsen 
said, but there’s a functional cost: You’ll need bookends to keep things from falling off the 
shelves.

• And if you’re a voracious reader who is always pulling books off the shelves, how will those 
shelves age? “Finish is a matter of taste,” he said. “But lacquer is going to scratch over time. 
Wood is more forgiving.”
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